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The background to the 
ethnographic slide collection

• 1978-1994 Sultanate of  Oman

• UNDP anthropological study of  
Harasiis nomads

• Camel and goat herders spread out 
over 42,000sq miles

• Change of   Harasiis livelihood and 
lifestyle over 3 decades



The deterioration of  
the images

• RGB Eastman Kodak film 1978-1988; 

• Kodachrome and Fujichrome 
1988-1994 

• Difficult  storage conditions Muscat, 
Oman

• Intra-negative copies;  pilot 
scanning project  in 2002





Scanning of  the digital 
images

• Finding a company to scan

• Determining the metadata 

• Agreeing the right  dpi  and  ‘bit’

• Deciding on the right software 

• Cleaning and re-organizing the 
slides



Conceiving the ‘Grand Plan’

• Thinking through the overall plan; 
slide shows and keyword searches

• Selecting and training the team

• Managing the workflow: colour 
correction and key word insertion   

• Identifying 5* and 4* images 

• Creating  the ‘slide shows’



Restoration of  the digital 
images

• Good set up 

• Monitor 

• Calibration 

• Understanding  
photographs

• Colour histograms





Creation of  the website

• Export from Adobe Lightroom

• Content Management System

• Design and wireframing



Export from Lightroom

• LR/Transporter
http://www.photographers-toolbox.com/

• Lightroom export 
plugin

• Exports CSV files 
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Export from Lightroom



Export from Lightroom





Content Management 
System

• Plone: Free and open source CMS 
http://plone.org/

• Widely used in Oxford

• Content types

• Add-on products

• Easy to edit website
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Design and 
wireframing

• Balsamiq Mockups
http://balsamiq.com/

• Jing screencast videos
http://www.techsmith.com/jing/
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Creation of  the website



Demo
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• Questions?

• Contact: 
dawn.chatty@qeh.ox.ac.uk

• More info: 
www.nomadsinoman.com

Thank you
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